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SERVICE RATES – 2026 

PEARL offers a full-service model for microfossil analysis, integrating in-house expertise with a trusted network of 

small businesses and independent subcontractors. Submit your samples to PEARL, and we’ll manage the research 

process from start to finish, delivering a unified technical report. For availability, quotes, and custom timelines: 

angie@pearl-research.com 

Internal Services – Provided using our in-house expertise, these per-sample rates and turnaround times are generally 

standard. Turnaround times are for projects with 16 samples and are subject to change.  

• Plant Microfossil Extraction ($110) – Standard turnaround time: 90 days. To keep rates competitive, we only 

process full batches of 16 samples. Therefore, if you are submitting fewer than 16 samples, you may 

experience a delay while we wait to fill the batch. You may request an expedited extraction for $40/sample; 

we will move your samples to the front of the queue and process a batch of any size immediately. Standard 

expedited turnaround time is 14 days. 

• Full Pollen-Based Paleovegetation Analysis (includes extraction) ($500) – Standard turnaround time: 90 days. 

This service includes extraction, analysis, and a full technical report. Additional fees apply for non-US or high 

biodiversity locations. 

• Sedimentary Macrocharcoal (includes extraction) ($100) – Standard turnaround time: 60 days. This service 

includes extraction, analysis, and a full technical report. 

*Internal service discounts: $25/sample discount for Full Pollen-Based Paleovegetation Analysis projects with over 

16 samples. 

External Services – Provided using our extensive network of professional subcontractors. Per sample rates and 

turnaround times vary depending on subcontractor availability. Please contact angie@pearl-research.com to request 

a custom quote. Note that the payment for any external service is due at project submission. All services include 

extraction, analysis, and a full technical report. 

• Diatom Analysis (Estimated: Rate $500, 90 days) 

• Phytolith Analysis (Estimated: Rate $500, 180 days) 

• Starch Analysis (Estimated: Rate $300, 180 days) 

• Flotation and Macrobotanical Analysis (Estimated: Rate $300, 90 days) 

o Per-project for flotation assembly and clean-up of ~$300 may apply 

o Rate depends on sediment sample size 

• Light Fraction Macrobotanical Analysis (Estimated: Rate $300, 90 days) 

• Point Sample Analysis (Estimated: Rate $100-$300, 90 days) 

o Rate depends on sample size 

• Single Specimen Macrobotanical Analysis (Estimated: Rate $75, 60 days) 

o 10 sample minimum 
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Pricing Policies: 

1. Payment Timeline & Net Terms 

We operate under net-30 payment terms. Please notify us if you expect any delays in payment. Delayed 

payments require us to finance operations, which incurs interest charges; therefore, invoices more than 30 

days past due will incur a late fee. 

2. Billing for External Services 

All external (subcontracted) services are billed at the time of project submission, and work cannot begin 

until payment is received. 

3. Large Project Billing 

For projects exceeding $5,000, an interim invoice schedule will be established - typically 50% due upfront 

and 50% upon completion. Larger projects may include interim deliverables. 

4. Discount Eligibility 

Discounts apply only to in-house services. Subcontracted services are provided through our professional 

network and are not eligible for discounts. 

5. Project Estimates & Actual Sample Counts 

We recognize that project budgets often specify a target number of samples, but the final number may only 

be known after fieldwork or initial lab processing. If you submit fewer samples than planned, we will pro-

rate your estimate based on the per-sample rate. 

6. Discount for Barren Pollen Samples (Academic Projects Only) 

Because we reserve analyst and lab time in advance, we are unable to waive the analysis fee for barren 

pollen samples. However, we will apply a $100/sample discount for barren samples within academic 

projects only; industry projects typically require precise scheduling and fast turnaround. 

If pollen preservation is a concern, we strongly recommend requesting a feasibility analysis instead. 

7. Feasibility Analysis Option 

If you are unsure whether your sediments contain pollen, you may request a feasibility analysis 

($160/sample). This includes extraction, evaluation, and a written recommendation regarding the viability of 

pollen analysis. If you decide to proceed with a full pollen-based paleovegetation reconstruction, the 

extraction portion ($110) will be applied toward the full analysis rate. The remaining $50 reflects time 

spent evaluating and reporting and cannot be discounted. 

8. Sediment Return 

Projects will be billed for the return shipment of sediments. Unreturned sediments will be disposed 90 days 

after project completion. 
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9. Expedited Services 

Most services can be expedited. Expedited projects require shuffling existing work, delaying new projects, 

reserving subcontractor availability, and planning for overtime or weekend work. As such, expedited 

projects are billed as a comprehensive fee for the reserved time slot, rather than a per-sample rate, and 

cannot be adjusted if project size is reduced. 

10. Interpretive or Extended Analytical Work 

If you require interpretation incorporating regional patterns, proposals, or specific literature, this work is 

billed at our standard hourly rate of $135/hour. 

11. Additional Analysis 

Any additional analysis, such as literature reviews, data synthesis, proposal writing, or custom data analysis, 

is billed at $135/hour. 

12. Discount for No Report 

If you do not require a technical report, a discount may be available. Please contact angie@pearl-

research.com to discuss details. 

 

 

 


